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possible manner. Carheil hints that the greater part of the
fund supplied for this purpose is appropriated by the officials
for their own use.

Carheil urges that the garrisons be abolished, as being entirely
unnecessary—a statement which he elaborates at length. To
them and to their commandants “are due all the misfortunes of
our missions.” He accordingly urges the governor to inform
the king of the present state of affairs, and to ask that no more
garrisons be sent to the mission posts. He considers it expedi-
ent that the present system of trade be abolished, preferring
that the savages should take their peltries down to the French
settlements, as in the early days of the fur trade. Carheil also
adduces various reasons why this would be for the best interests
of the French, who are rendered idle, vagrant, and immoral by
the present system. At the same time, “The Iroquois must be
completely tamed and reduced to subjection; and we must take
possession of his country, which is much better than That of all
the nations up here. * * * His destruction and the pos-
session of his country would secure for us the Trade of all the
savage nations up here.”

The governor, having asked Carheil for advice, is informed
by the latter that he does not approve the proposal to restore to
certain private persons the permissions to engage in the fur
trade, which were recently abrogated by the king. The very
persons whose conduct has already been so scandalous will be
the ones who will secure those permissions; and Carheil can see
no adequate method of preventing their drunken and licentious
acts. He forcibly depicts the various phases of their present
immoral mode of life; and urges the governor to use all his in-
fluence to check these scandals. He advises that the Canadian
company who have secured the right to the fur trade of the
Northwest should establish certain trading posts, to be con-
ducted by competent persons, honest and exemplary in morals.
He complains that the governor has not forwarded to the court
the complaint formulated by the missionaries at Mackinac
against Cadillac. A postseript to Carheil’s letter states that the
Mackinac savages had favored the establishment of the Detroit
post, supposing that it would aid them to destroy the Iroquois



